$ % &'(0

R
Jrol fw
2 *$®

_AY2.@&liA=x@ | !
OAOL_039 V.&@ %4
INQ¢, “e4c+e *4¢ %o

iA I=x#2 | ISVUCH 1. | i 16« Aly2)

A Reality CheckOur Youth, How Safe Are They on the Inter;ffet?
By Fatin Khairallah (From the States) fo

So many of you must be thinking, "Drugs, guns, peegies, and our kids could never do these th‘ings".
In fact, these activities don't even cross our mimden thinking about our MUSLIM youth. We

. automatically assume that, "these things don't éapp Muslims.” Unfortunately, we need to undergo a

: reality check and accept that this is not the eayenore.
i Muslim youth are hooked into the same dangers asMuslim youth of today's society. The reality is
' clear and a huge percent of Muslim children andtlyoare using chat rooms and Internet sites to

! contact strangers. At the same time, they are ginyithese strangers with most of their personal
! details.

i youth have been harmed by socializing via the h&keon various sites.

t Why?

' When asking youth why they are so fond of such wegsgirls in particular respond emotionally when
'lexplaining that they feel this is the "safest" wayvent out their feelings. They feel their pareats

' clueless about how they feel and they want to reatheven if it means talking to strangers throtigh

, Internet. From personal observations and conversatvith these youth, it appears they are usinggthe
 sitesras,a form of attention seeking.
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. As-@ counselor for Muslim Youth Social Services (88), | handle numerous cases whereby Muslim
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'gThere is a strong communication barrier betweerergarand children that is causing these young
' teenagers to search for alternatives to fill tliglin their lives. They are desperately calling tmutheir

é parents for love and care. These Internet chat itesbprovide them with that window to the outside
. world without them having to leave their room ccdalisapproval from their parents.

éAnother striking factor for losing our children the Internet is that a majority of parents assume

Ky 5 8 2 1 1 wthey "knowitall." They feel they are educatectj\e@ members of local organizations and Masjids, s
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;they instill in their hearts that nothing bad cothlabpen to their kids. Yet from the cases | handled
;discovered the total opposite, and, in reality, are is exempt from this problem. In fact, those
Ewho have busy lives have to be more cautious thizer® because they may be too busy, and as a, result
étheir children might slip between their fingers wltbey expect it least. They may overlook cleansig

. of behavioral changes resulting from an unhealtidgrhet addiction (try this test).

' Once our children turn to this destructive resodioc€enjoyment,” it is not just fun, but it is actuality

. making our kids lose the most valuable blessingi\jave them — Haya' (shyness). Their innocence is
;being sacrificed at the cost of a product of modechnology, the Internet. Not only are children
Estripped of their shyness, but they become easibessible to child predators. In justthe past two
éweeks, 9 girls, aged 12 to 14, were raped by griddlators whom they had met on Internet websites.

éFindinq a Solution

éThe problem is clear, but what can we do to praect save our youth from dangers such as these? One



possible solution which parents can start witloisnake sure their computer is set up in an opemaire
the home. Children should access it in their patgmesence and for limited time periods. Parentstm
establish open communication with their childrem aducate them, as well as themselves, about the
dangers of the Internet. One can take it even duréimd contact the local Police community service
or juvenile division, the prosecutor's office, atftk local board of education to present awareness
workshops at their child's school. People from eéhaganizations would be more than willing to come
in and assist you.

Role Models

Most importantly, we need increase the desire oflivtuyouth to learn about Islam and love their Deen
Once.our youth have a firm awareness of Allah andwkedge of our beloved Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him), their Tagwé widlease, Insha’Allah. Their faith will be
exemplified through their actions and they willdida protect themselves from sin and the evilshi$ t
time.

One of the best ways to make sure that young peppl& up as strong Muslims is to set the example
as good Muslim parents and adult who also haveléis@ée to learn about their Deen and to be firm on
the straight path. Youth look up to their parentowuide them through life. Children should lovel an
respect their parents, thereby following them igirtlproper conduct. This is the best way that we ca
protect our youth from the dangerous habits andmretthat arise from non-Muslim activities, which
are so widespread, yethidden in this society. Malah raise our youth to be free from
impurities, strong in their faith, and guardiangtadir chastity. Ameen.

May God give us the wisdom, courage, and strergyitrive for change in ourselves, to guide us and t
guide others through us, and make us realize alfil fhe responsibilities we owe to our spouses,
children, families, communities, and the living dntlre generations.
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Youth BBQ Day
HKIYA organized an outing tdai Mei Tuk Plover Cove Country Park on SundayM&&rch. Everyone

enjoyed the delicious barbecue food that was codlesitle the nice scenery in the country park. After
Zuhur prayer, some went for cycling near the pard another group went to row on the boat. The
gathering attracted around 30 brothers and sigtighsa majority of Youths. The weather was

just fine that day and all participants enjoyedempant day.
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HKIYA's Project Development Fund
The Hong Kong Islamic Youth Association had alreadiablished a “Project Development Fund” for the

Association. The purpose of the fund is to seteasidme financial resource for significant projaats
future including the purchase of a permanent offi@mises for the Association.

At present, the amount in the fund is very smalle General Council of the Hong Kong Islamic Youth
Association would like to make an appeal to the e and the community to donate to this fund
generously and help the association in this Fund.



The association has formed a committee for thejéetdevelopment Fund” and all investments should
be in according to Islamic Laws and for the bergffithe Association and its aims.

To make a donation, please send a cheque to otgspondence address or deposit into our project
development fund account klang Seng Bank Account Number: 378-163323-88Blease send us your
original account deposit slip and we will issueodficial receipt to you accordingly.
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HKIYA Upcoming activities...... don't miss out!! 22ffifii# + Q+WOHIF,<&"}

1. May 18: Tai Tong Lai Chee Valley Tour 2/166° 295¢;!(I8RU7TES2 "Bs 0O
2. June: Islamic Study Group* 3/176°; ! Ma®+ Oz 25WUO

3. August 30-31: Youth Summer Camp* 4/196° 415485 ;! fa(- EALH

* Details will be availability shortly. Z0om+Iw4! 9
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